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Arab parties

Top players: Balad: Azmi Bishara, Jamal Zahalkah, Wasal Taha, Said Nafa ; United Arab List: Ibrahim Sarsour, Ahmed Tibi, Taleb a-Sanaa, Mohammed Kanaan ; Hadash: Muhammad Barakei, Hanna Sweid, Dov Hanin, Hashem Mahameed

Platform: Advancing equality, helping Israeli Arabs

Previous results: 1999: United Arab List: 5, Hadash: 3, Balad: 2

Current MKs: 8

Poll position: There has yet to be a poll in which each party ran separately

The bottom line: There were attempts to have all the Arab parties unite into one. Instead, the only deals were between UAL and MK Ahmed Tibi and former MK Mohammed Kanaan. and between Hadash and former MKs Hashem Mahameed. The Arab parties’ failure to unite could result in at least one of the three parties not passing the voter threshold, which was raised to a minimum of nearly 80,000 votes. Hadash was the only one of the three that received that many votes in the last election. If the number of Arab MKs in the next Knesset drops significantly, it could cause a crisis among Israeli Arabs.

[image: image2.png]



Raam Arab United List

· Once the largest Arab list, with five Knesset seats, Ra'am now has only two legislators, party leader Abdulmalik Dehamshe and Taleb A-Sana. 

· Dehamshe is a member of the Islamic Movement. A-Sana is a Bedouin with roots in the Negev.

· Ra'am supports the establishment of an independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip based on pre-1967 borders. 

· The party also supports the evacuation of all settlements and the division of Jerusalem. 

· Ra'am has led fights against demolition of homes built in Arab areas without permits. It has also spearheaded efforts on behalf of the nation's Bedouin Arab citizens.

· The party demands increased funding for Arab towns and the Arab sector. 

· It supports separation of religion and state.

· The United Arab List was established in 1996, as a union between two political forces: The Arab Democratic Party (Hezb al-Democraty al-Arabi / Miflaga Democratit Aravit) and elements related to the southern faction Islamic Movement and to the National Unity Front.

· The southern faction of the Islamic Movement is now the dominant force in the party. Other members include the Arab National Party and the Ta'al Movement.

· Its constituency consists mostly of pious or nationalist Israeli Arabs, and enjoys popularity among the Bedouins. The Islamic Movement also operates in poor Arab towns and villages, as well as in Bedouin settlements, to mobilizes voters.

· It supports the creation of a Palestinian State with East Jerusalem as its capital; and a solution of two states - one Jewish and one Palestinian - for the conflict in the region
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Balad

The most vocally radical of the Arab parties, Balad, the National Democratic Alliance, is headed by Azmi Bishara, who founded the party in 1995. The party has three current members of Knesset, Bishara, Wasil Taha, and Jamal Zahalka. 

Bishara, a fiery speaker, became the first Israel Arab to stand for prime minister, competing against Benjamin Netanyahu and Ehud Barak in 1999. 

Balad advocates the return of all Palestinian refugees currently resident elsewhere and the return of the Golan Heights to Syria, two of the positions which have set the party apart from other Arab factions. 


Balad also wants Israel changed from the Jewish state to "a state of all its citizens." The proposal had been flatly dismissed by other Israeli parties. It so incensed some right-wingers that they called for Bishara to be put on trial.

Bishara sparked wider controversy - and risked trial and imprisonment - for traveling to Syria and Lebanon, speaking in favor of resistance to occupation and in praise of Hezbollah for, in his view, driving the Israel Defense Forces out of southern Lebanon.

On the domestic front, Balad demands that Israel recognize its Arab citizens, include the Druze, as a national minority, and grant them cultural autonomy. The party has objected to every state budget submitted by every government, on the grounds that it discriminates against the Arab population. 

The party supports the separation of religion and state
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Hadash - Ta'al

1. Originally the Israeli Communist Party, Hadash, the Democratic Front for Change, Was originally a mixed Jewish-Arab party. 

2. It still has Jewish members, but no longer has a Jewish member of Knesset.

3. In the 2003 election, Hadash joined forces with Ta'al, the Movement for Arab Renewal, headed by Ahmed Tibi, once a member of Azmi Bishara's Balad party.

4. Hadash supports refusal to serve in the territories and demands recognition of refusal to serve in the IDF for conscientious objectors. 

5. Hadash also supports the decommissioning of Israel's nuclear capabilities, and lobbies to improve the lot of Israeli workers and for equality for women.

6. Hadash opposed the disengagement for avoiding negotiations with the Palestinians, avoiding a total withdrawal from all of the territories, and failing to provide for a Palestinian state. 

7. The party supports the recognition of the Arab Palestinian population in Israel as a national minority.

8. The party believes in the separation of religion and state, and the establishment of a constitution to protects human rights, the secular character of the state and equality of all citizens. 

9. Hadash opposes religious coercion, and supports civil marriage and divorce.

