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Labor

1. Dramatically changed since the election of Amir Peretz

2. With Peretz as party leader, Labor has placed social and economic policy to the forefront of its agenda- seeking to help the weaker elements of society.

3. Opposes the conservative economic program instigated by former finance minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and later instituted by Ehud Olmert. 

4. The party supports an increase in the minimum wage and in social welfare benefits, 

5. Labor believes in negotiations with the Palestinians based on the Oslo Accords. 

6. Labor's diplomatic policy demands guarantees for the State of Israel to exist in peace and security within defensible borders.

Labor - Meimad

Top 10: Chairman Amir Peretz, MK Issac Herzog, MK Ophir Paz-Pines, former Ben-Gurion University of the Negev President Avishay Braverman, MK Yuli Tamir, former Shin-Bet chief Ami Ayalon, party General Secretary Eitan Cabel (secured), MK Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, former broadcaster Shelly Yehimovic, MK Rabbi Michael Melchior

First timers: Avishay Braverman, Ami Ayalon, Shelly Yehimovic

Key subtractions: MKs Shimon Peres, Haim Ramon and Dalia Itzik- joined Kadima; MKs Avraham Shochat and Ilana Cohen — retiring from politics; Amram Mitzna and Avraham Burg — quit Knesset

Platform: Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Two state solution, pro-fence, pro-unilateral withdrawals, evacuation of settlements (likely to support hanging onto major settlement blocs in any future deal). Social-economic: With the former union leader at its head, Labor will move left on the social-democratic scale. Peretz wants to raise the minimum wage and enable a free market economy but with certain constraints that would ensure that the competition won’t turn the market into a “jungle.”

Campaign slogans: “Olmert, what are you afraid of? Why don’t you fire Hanegbi?”

“Because the time has come” (ki hegia hazman)

Memorable campaign slogans: Israel is waiting for Rabin (1992), Israel is strong with Peres (1996), Israel wants a change (1999)

Previous results: 2003: 19 mandates (with Meimad); 1999: 26 mandates; 1996: 34 mandates; in the 2001 elections for PM only in 2001, its leader Ehud Barak lost to Ariel Sharon by a wide margin

Current MKs: 18

Policy – extra

Current
In recent years (up until 2005), the ILP became a centrist party. It was no longer considered socialist or social democratic (though it retained membership in the Socialist International) but had a social-liberal platform, similar to the third-way of British Labour under Tony Blair. Economic policies in Israel being seldom hotly debated even within the major parties, actual policies depended much more on initiative by the civil service than on political ideologies. Therefore, Labor's terms in office during this period did not differ significantly in terms of economic policy from those of its rival.

On the question of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Labor party has three competing attitudes. Dovish members, such as Amram Mitzna, Avraham Burg, and Yuli Tamir, support peace negotiations with the Palestinians and dismantling most Israeli settlements in the West Bank. Some of them harshly criticize Israel's military tactics used against Palestinians - mainly the "targeted killing" of alleged terror leaders.

Semi-pragmatic ILP members, such as Ophir Pines-Paz and Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, support negotiations with the Palestinians conditional on ending terrorism and replacing the current Palestinian leadership with one committed to non-violence. Other semi-pragmatic ILP members support unilateral withdrawal from areas in the West Bank beyond the Israeli West Bank barrier.

The pragmatic ILP members support Israel's military war against Palestinian terror groups. These members justify Israel's policy of targeting terror leader such as Ahmed Yassin and Abdel Aziz Rantissi. Many of these members have now merged with the moderate wing of the Likud to form the centrist Kadima Party, with the understanding that a Kadima government will promote the peace process and the dismantling of settlements.

In 2003, the ILP experienced a small split when former members Yossi Beilin and Yael Dayan joined Yachad to form a new left wing party.

In November 2005, Amir Peretz, leader of the social democratic Am Ehad which had merged into the ILP, was elected chairman of the party, defeating Shimon Peres. Under Peretz, and especially in the 2006 electoral campaign, the party took a significant ideological turn, putting social and economic issues on top of its agenda, and advocating a moderate social democratic approach (including increases in minimum wage and social security payments), in sharp contrast to the neo-liberal policies led by former Finance Minister Binyamin Netanyahu.

In 2006, several members of the ILP left to join the new centrist grouping of the Kadima Party; these included former Labor leader Shimon Peres, Haim Ramon, and Dalia Itzik.

The party's new leader, Amir Peretz, has sent out rather mixed signals during the early parts of the 2006 electoral campaign. On the one hand, he notably said that "the Oslo way is not dead"; on the other hand, he expressed a commitment to fighting terrorism and keeping the integrity of united Jerusalem.

