
Kadima

The establishment of the centrist Kadima by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in late 2005 marked a long-anticipated "big bang" in Israeli politics, incorporating leading politicians from the Likud and Labor and dividing a Likud party already riven by the disengagement. 

Founded by Sharon after the growing Likud rift and the resignation of Labor from the government, Kadima attracted centrist lawmakers from both of the two major parties. It quickly became the party with the strongest showing in pre-election opinion polls, consistently scoring more than double the seats predicted for both the Likud and Labor. 

The newly founded party was jolted by the sudden incapacitation of Sharon in early January, but the smooth transition to the leadership of Acting Prime Minister Ehud Olmert ensured it maintained its support among the electorate. 

Kadima distinguishes itself from the Likud by formally supporting the road map and its two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but has strongly hinted at further unilateral withdrawals in the West Bank. Its stated primary aim is to preserve a secure national home for the Jewish people in the land of Israel, and is willing to cede territory in order to do so. 

The party believes in the creation of a Palestinian state on territory defined by demographic considerations, which would live in harmony side by side with Israel. It Kadima maintains that any Palestinian state must live in peace with Israel, end all attacks on Israeli targets and dismantle all terrorist infrastructures. The party does not accept the right of return of any Palestinian refugees to areas within Israel's borders. 

1. Headed by Olmert, Split from Likud.
2. Kadima distinguishes itself from the Likud by formally supporting the road map and its two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but has strongly hinted at further unilateral withdrawals in the West Bank. 

3. Its stated primary aim is to preserve a secure national home for the Jewish people in the land of Israel, and is willing to cede territory in order to do so. 

4. The party believes in the creation of a Palestinian state on territory defined by demographic considerations, which would live in harmony side by side with Israel. 

5. It Kadima maintains that any Palestinian state must live in peace with Israel, end all attacks on Israeli targets and dismantle all terrorist infrastructures.

6. The party does not accept the right of return of any Palestinian refugees to areas within Israel's borders. 
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Top 10: Acting PM Ehud Olmert, MK Shimon Peres, FM Tzipi Livni, Minister Meir Sheetrit, former Shin Bet chief Avi Dichter, MK Marina Solodkin, MK Haim Ramon, Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz, MK Tzahi Hanegbi, Minister Avraham Hirchson

First timers: Most of Kadima’s top 50 candidates are unknown. The only newcomer among the party’s top 10 is former Shin Bet chief Dicther

Key subtractions: MK Omri Sharon — not running for re-election, Kiryat Shmona Mayor Haim Barbivai — suspended himself from party when police pressed charges against him for allegedly taking bribes

Platform: Drawing Israel’s borders according to the road map while maintaining settlement blocs, electoral reform

Campaign slogan: Israel wants to go forward (kadima), Moving forward

Previous positions: 2006 will be Kadima’s first elections

Current MKs: 19; Kadima ministers Shaul Mofaz and Tzahi Hanegbi are not MKs

Poll position: 35-45 mandates

The bottom line: Kadima, newly established by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in mid-November, started as a “cult of personality” party with Sharon at its helm. From its inception it swept the polls, but its standing became precarious when Sharon suffered a debilitating stroke. However, it appears that Kadima has withstood the initial shockwaves generated by the prime minister’s illness, as it maintains a consistent lead in the polls. Whether its experienced team can stick together in the long run, while adhering to Sharon’s legacy, remains to be seen. Leading up to the elections, Kadima leader and acting PM Ehud Olmert enforced the evacuation of an illegal outpost in Amona, apparently to prove his allegiance to Sharon’s legacy of unilateral withdrawals.
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Action Plan

A kadima led government will ensure the State of Israel’s security and its continued existence as the eternal national home of the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. Kadima will preserve and foster the national character of Israel whilst guaranteeing complete equality of rights for the country’s minorities in a manner that will provide a full and balanced integration of its core Jewish and Democratic values. 

In this context, Kadima sees the advancement of the peace process with the Palestinians as a primary goal. The party is willing to make major compromises to further the path leading to the determination of Israel’s permanent borders and peace for its citizens – whilst safeguarding Israel's security, continuing to wage an unremitting war against terrorism and upholding the country's national and security interests.

The Underlying Premise: 
• The Jewish people have a national and historic right to the Land of Israel in its entirety.
• The overall objective – a sovereign Jewish and democratic state that is a secure national home for the Jewish people – is the maintenance of a solid Jewish majority within the State of Israel.
• The balance between allowing Jews to fulfill their historic right to live anywhere in the Land of Israel and maintaining the continued existence of Israel as the national Jewish home necessitates a choice that requires territorial compromise.
• Conceding parts of the Land of Israel is not an ideological concession but a realization of the ideology guaranteeing the existence of the Jewish and democratic state in the Land of Israel.
• Determination of the State of Israel’s permanent borders within a peace agreement will ensure the country’s national and security interests. 

Basic Principles of the Peace Process: 
Israel’s existence as the national home of the Jewish people mandates the acceptance of the principle that the end of the conflict will be manifested in the existence of two nation states, based on existing demographic realities, living in peace and security side by side.

Main Foundations of the Peace Process:
• Two nation states: The final status agreement leading to the establishment of a Palestinian state must mark the cessation of all Palestinian claims towards Israel, including refugees. This means that no Palestinian refugees be allowed entry into Israel under the agreement.
• Living in peace and security: The future Palestinian state must be free of terror and exist as a peaceful neighbor to the State of Israel. The Palestinian state must be demilitarized in a manner that will prevent it from becoming a staging ground for attacks against Israel. Therefore, the Palestinians must totally renounce terror and dismantle all terrorist infrastructures prior to the establishment of such a state. 
• Determination of Israel’s future borders will be part of a final status agreement and will be based upon the following principles:
1. Israel will retain areas that are crucial for its security.
2. Israel will retain Jewish holy places that are of central religious and symbolic national importance, in particular a unified Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
3. Israel will retain the large Jewish settlement blocs.

Action Plan for Immediate Progress:
• The disengagement from the Gaza Strip and northern Samaria created a window of opportunity and represents significant progress, and even a breakthrough, in efforts at reaching a peace agreement and determining Israel’s permanent borders.  The disengagement provided a clear message that Israel is serious in its desire for genuine peace, even if this includes having to make painful concessions.  The onus of responsibility for the next step now lies with the Palestinians. 
• There is national, regional and international consensus that the Roadmap is the only plan that ensures real progress towards a full and comprehensive peace agreement.
• A Kadima led government will implement the Roadmap, as ratified by the Israeli government, and will fulfill all of its commitments within the framework of the Roadmap’s first phase.  This includes the dismantling of illegal outposts as soon as possible.
• The Government of Israel will oversee and encourage the Palestinians in every possible way to honor all of their commitments towards Israel and the international community, in particular: the commitment to dismantle the terror organizations; collect illegal firearms; implement real security; institute governmental and economic reforms; prevent incitement and educate for peace with Israel.
• After the Palestinians fulfill all of their commitments in the first phase of the Roadmap, they will be able to establish – within the second phase of the Roadmap – an independent Palestinian state with interim borders.
• Israel and the future Palestinian state will then be able to commence negotiations toward a final status agreement that will address all of the remaining issues between Israel and the Palestinians in order to achieve genuine peace between the two peoples.  

War on Terror and Construction of the Security Fence
• Israel is determined to provide its residents with security from terror organizations that threaten to harm them.
• Israel remains determined to wage an unremitting war on the terrorists that threaten the security of its residents and against the terrorist infrastructure in all its forms and in every location.
• As part of these efforts, Israel will complete construction of the Security Fence as quickly as possible and in a manner that will ensure maximum security for its citizens, whilst simultaneously taking the humanitarian needs of the civilian Palestinian population into consideration in an attempt to prevent unnecessary suffering.

