
National Union /Mafdal

National Union and the National Religious Party will run a joint list in the upcoming Knesset elections, after a deal between the two parties was finalized hours before yesterday's deadline for submitting lists. 

The slate will be headed by MK Binyamin Elon of National Union, but the NRP will have the right to choose the first cabinet portfolio if the party joins the government after the elections. The first ten places on the list will consist of six National Union candidates and only four from the NRP, but the NRP will have three of the next five slots. 

Both sides also promised in writing not to quit the joint faction during the first two years after the elections. If either party does want to leave, the issue will be brought before an arbitration committee consisting of two representatives each from National Union and the NRP, plus two former chief rabbis, Avraham Shapira and Mordechai Eliyahu.

The far right National Union party found itself outside government in June 2005, when Prime Minister Ariel Sharon fired its two ministers for their opposition to the disengagement. 

The party had already planned to bail over the Gaza pullout, with minister Binyamin Elon saying that the government "is slipping down the diplomatic slope and is ready to endanger the future of Israel for quiet... a fake quiet."

Fiercely opposed to territorial concessions, the evacuation of settlements and the creation of a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza, National Union believes that the State of Israel belongs solely to the Jewish people. 

Although they refrain from mentioning it, some National Union MKs support the transfer of Israel's Arab population out of the country. 

National Union maintains that the Oslo Accords were a disaster for Israel and that giving the Palestinians security control and arming and training them were the cause of the devastating waves of terror attacks that followed the signing of the 1993 accords. 

The party also opposes the road map to Middle East peace, which is backed by U.S. President George W. Bush and theinternational community, claiming that it is Oslo in disguise. 

National Union supports a drastic reduction in government expenditure, and wants priority given to a range of social projects such as transport, environmental rejuvenation and recycling. 

The party also calls for reforms in the welfare benefit system, believing there should be more of an incentive for recipients to return to the workplace, such as a law allowing benefit recipients who return to part-time work to own a car
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National Religious Party / National Union 
Top 10: Benny Elon (NU), Zevulun Orlev (NRP), Zvi Hendel (NU), Effi Eitam (NU), Nissan Slomiansky (NRP), Yitzhak Levy (NU), Eli Gabai (NRP), Arye Eldad (NU), Uri Ariel (NU), Gila Finkelstein NRP)

Platform: It is still unclear which platform the joint list, comprised of the hawkish NU and the less hawkish NRP, will have. NRP’s main agenda: Religious Zionist education and religion. Despite the fact that its official platform highlights the importance of preserving the Land of Israel, its leaders Orlev, in a recent interview, said that the NRP would be willing to make territorial concessions. He didn’t elaborate. NU’s main agenda: Holding on to all of Judea and Samaria

Memorable campaign slogan: NRP: Looking after our home (shomrim al ha’bait shelanu; 2003); NU: Orange Now

Previous results: NRP — 1999: 5 mandates; 1996: 9 mandates ; NU - 1999: 4 mandates

Current MKs: NRP: 4, NU: 6

Poll position: separately the NRP received 3-6 mandates, while the NU 5-9. 

The bottom line: Following weeks of infighting and pressure to unite, the two parties agreed on Thursday to run together in the election, with six National Union MKs and four NRP candidates in the top 10. NRP chairman Zevulun Orlev said he believed that 99 percent of religious-Zionists would feel comfortable supporting the list. The first poll after the deal has yet to be taken. Only then will it be clear whether the gamble paid off, and whether the Likud should start worrying. 

NRP Platform

Main principles
The NRP is a Zionist party and states that Israel is a "Jewish democratic state". The party's main goal is to contribute as much as it can to the state of Israel and influence its character to be more Jewish, as well as fighting for the protection of Israel and maintaining Israel's security.

The core belief "the Land of Israel for the People of Israel according to the Torah of Israel" commits the N.R.P. to doing everything possible to further the security and integrity of the Land of Israel. The NRP aspires to influence policy from within the government, and thus continue to safeguard Eretz Israel.
Unlike the Haredi parties (Shas and United Torah Judaism) the NRP does not promote the notion of Medinat Halacha (Halakhic state), a theocracy run according to Jewish law. The party wants to retain Israel's democratic character while improving the Israeli people. It aspires to encourage Jews to become better by acting as role-models and teaching other Israelis Judaism by example. The NRP wants the Haredi Jews to complete three years of mandatory military service.

The NRP emphasises national unity and vows to work as a bridge between the different parts of Israeli society.

Religious and secular, Sephardim and Askenazim, right and left, old-timers and new immigrants – we are all one people. The NRP works toward national unity, absorption of immigration, and bringing people together from all sectors of the population. Without hatred and without coercion. Gently, pleasantly, and with a smile.
They call this principle Ahavat Israel אהבת ישראל ("Love of Israel").

The party is the patron of most of the national religious schools (חינוך ממלכתי-דתי), which teach both Judaism and general mandatory educational subjects such as mathematics, English, literature, physics, biology etc. It sponsors some pre-military schools that provide higher education to future IDF officers and commanders. Besides funding and patronising national religious schools, it also supports Yeshiva schools and Beit Midrash schools, places dedicated solely to Torah study. They also run Yeshivot Hesder, where religious soldiers combine combat military service with learning Torah.

The NRP actively promotes Torah in Israel and strengthens national religious institutions: Zionist rabbinical training institutes, Zionist Kollels, Yeshivot gevohot, Hesder Yeshivot, Yeshiva high schools, and more. The NRP encourages Zionist rabbis to take on active roles as teachers in Yeshivot, and as spiritual leaders in cities and in neighborhoods.
The party believes that the land of Israel is holy and belongs to the Jews on the basis of God's promise to Abraham and later to Isaac and Jacob. They believe it is God's will to settle all the land of Israel and nurture it. This principle has great impact on NRP policy toward the West Bank and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Source: http://web.archive.org/web/20050307154426/http://www.mafdal.org.il/?sid=27
[] Religion and state
The NRP's policy opposes the separation of religion and state and believes that Israel should retain its special Jewish character and enhance its commitment to Judaism.

The party argues that affairs of personal status (such as marriage, divorces and burial) should be kept under the authority of Israel's rabbis (or other religious clerics for non-Jews).

The NRP claims that the Jewish state must show respect for the Jewish religion by observing the Sabbath and serving Kosher food in its institutions and organizations (as it applies to the IDF, public transportation, the Israeli police and governmental companies.)

The party, along with the other Orthodox political parties in Israel would like to see reforms to Israeli law so that converts to Judaism who wish to immigrate to Israel under the Law of Return can only be accepted if their conversions were conducted according to strict Orthodox standards. This is a controversial position as some secular parties claim that it would undermine Israel's connections with worldwide, and especially American Jews. See Who is a Jew? as it applies to Israel.

Regarding conversions to Judaism performed within Israel, the NRP has found itself on the same side of the debate as the secular parties, and opposed to the views of the Haredi parties and particularly Shas. The party advocates that the Israeli Chief Rabbinate must act to ease the procedures for non-Jews who want to convert, following the Neeman Committee (ועדת נאמן) recommendations. It also calls for the restoration of the nationality (לאום "Leom") clause on the Israeli identification card. Both issues are connected to recent public debates about Russian immigrants who are suspected of not being Jews according to Jewish law.

The issue of conscripting Yeshiva students is a particularly sensitive issue in the party's rhetoric. Historically the NRP initiated the regulations allowing Yeshiva students to avoid military service and supported that position over a long time. This came into conflict with the the party's ideology and its supporters as the party moved to the right, and as the number of such students rose sharply leading to allegations that many were not really students. Today the NRP explicitly states that participation in the Israeli army is a Mitzvah and a moral obligation (יא), and stresses that its "finest youth... serve in the elite commando and combat units in the IDF" [4]. However, it does not reject any of the current arrangements, nor does it suggest limiting the number of non-serving students in any way.

[] The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the settlements
The NRP's views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be summarized as:

· There will only be one state between the Jordan River and the Merranean Sea – the State of Israel. No independent national Arab entity (such as a putative Palestinian state) will exist within these borders

· No part of Israel will be given over to a foreign government or authority.

However, the party does agree to giving the Palestinian Arabs self-governing autonomy, subject to Israel's authority only in matters of security and foreign affairs (such as in borders and diplomacy), without the dismantling of the Jewish settlements.

The NRP reacted to the Second Intifada by demanding a harsh military response by Israel to "root out the terror infrastructure". It also called for disbanding the Palestinian Authority and the deportation of the PLO back to Tunisia. The party believes that Israel can stop Palestinian violence through the use of military force.

The NRP uses mostly religious discourse to justify these positions. They stress that Judea and Samaria were parts of the ancient kingdom of Israel and kingdom of Judah and hence rightfully belong to modern Israel. Furthermore, the party views the Jewish settlements as an upholding of the mitzvah of settling the land of Israel. Many of its supporters and parliament members are settlers.

[] Social issues and welfare
The NRP does not adhere to an economic ideology (such as Marxism or Capitalism). However, the party believes that Israeli society and the state of Israel should support the poor and the needy, derived from the 613 mitzvot of the Torah. The party's most notable figure in this respect in Zevulun Orlev, (who served as Minister of Labor and Social Welfare). However, this issue is not high on the party's agenda or rhetoric.

National Union Policies

Platform
The party has a joint platform, and in particular it supports the settlement of all the Land of Israel, advocates the use of more military power in the War on terror and harsher measures against Palestinian terrorism. It rejects all current Oslo-based peace efforts - which they see as dangerous to Israel, the notion of a Palestinian state, and advocates voluntary transfer of the Palestinians. However, on the rhetoric level, its three constituents retain their unique identity:

· Moledet focuses on the notion of transfer and more generally national security issues. It prides itself on being composed equally of secular and religious elements, although its members are sympathetic to NRP views.

· Tkuma represents the religious side. While not actively opposing the Israel Beytenu dominated platform, it uses Jewish religious motives and argumentation to advance the union's common ground.

· The Renewed National Religious Zionist party represent the National-Ultra-Orthodox faction of the national-religious public in Israel. They put focus on supporting the settlements, fighting terrorism and corruption and reestablishing the high-status of Religious Zionism.

