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Yisrael Beitenu 
Top 10: Avigdor Lieberman, Yuri Shtern, Yisrael Hason, Yosef Chagal, Estherina Tartman, Stas Miseznicoff, Sofa Landver, Yitzchak Ahronovich, Robert Iltev, Alex Miller.

First timers: Former Shin-Bet deputy head Yisrael Hason, IDF major (res.) Estherina Tartman and former police deputy inspector-general Yitzhak Aharonovich, Yosef Hagal, Stas Miseznicoff, Robert Iltev, Alex Miller

Key subtractions: MK Michael Nudelman

Platform: Trading the Palestinians land in the Galilee heavily populated by Arabs for expanded settlement blocs in Judea and Samaria

previous results: 1999: 4 mandates

current MKs: 3

2006 campaign slogan: Who fill fight the raging crime on the streets? Olmert, Netanyahu, Lieberman “nyet, nyet, da” (no, no, yes in Russian) respectively.

Poll position: 5-7

The bottom line: Lieberman believes that his party will be the surprise of the election, like Shinui in 2003. Using the slogan, “nyet, nyet, da” (no, no, yes in Russian), he will try to persuade Russian immigrant voters to back him instead of Kadima or Likud. Lieberman’s platform of drawing Israel’s border in a way that will minimize the number of Arabs in the Jewish state could attract support from many native-born Likud and National Union supporters. It is unclear how Yisrael Beiteinu will be affected by the decision of its former partner, the National Union, to run together with the NRP.

More:

Yisrael Beytenu (Hebrew: ישראל ביתנו, lit. Israel Our Home) is a right-wing political party in Israel. It takes a hard line towards the Israeli Arabs and Palestinians based upon a Realpolitik view that the they do not support the right of Jews to maintain a Jewish state in the Middle East. One of its founders and leaders is Avigdor Lieberman, a former Likud member, who is known for his plan to redraw the Green Line border with the Palestinian Authority in such a way that areas such as the "Triangle" ("Meshulash" in Hebrew, eastern Sharon) and Wadi 'Ara — transferred to Israel from Jordan as part of the 1949 Armistice Agreements — will be transferred to Arab sovereignty. This will mean that some third of the Arab citizens of Israel would lose Israeli citizenship. He justifies the idea of giving up a part of the State of Israel by arguing that the residents of the area are Arabs who see themselves as Palestinians rather than Israelis, and therefore should be encouraged to re-unite — including, controversially, providing financial incentive for Arab Israeli emigration out of Israel whenever territorially applicable — with the Palestinian Authority as part of establishing two separate national entities: one for Israelis and one for Palestinians. However, he is known to have affection for the non-Jewish Druze population (which accepts Israel and serves in the IDF), attracting a number of Druze voters. Yisrael Beytenu received 11 seats in the Israeli parliament in the March 2006 elections. In October 2006, with the support of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, Yisrael Beytenu became part of the Kadima-led coalition government, despite objections from Labour.

Platform
Essentially, the two key principles held by the movement are the creation of an encouraging socio-economic environment for new immigrants to Israel, while at the same time taking a hard line on all negotiations with the Palestinians and other Arab states. Part of the academic argument in the movement's platform are the numerous studies published by faculties in Israel that warn of a danger posed by the rising percentage of Arabs in the state's population to the Jewish character of it. The only solution, argue many of their supporters, is an increased effort to bring more Jews to Israel by immigration, and/or convincing as many Arab Israelis to leave. By giving in to Yasser Arafat's demands, argued Lieberman, the government would aggravate the threat by strengthening the Palestinians' resolve to demand the Right of Return of Palestinians to Israeli territory.

Despite its strong Zionist values and support for aliyah and settlement, Israel Beitenu supports a two-state solution to the conflict. According to the party motto, "Israel is Our Home, Palestine is Theirs". In 2005, the party proposed the so-called Lieberman Plan, an alternative to Sharon's Disengagement plan, that would see large blocs of land in Israel bordering the West Bank and Gaza populated by Arabs transferred to the Palestinian Authority in exchange for recognition of Israeli sovereignty in the larger settlements including Gush Katif settlement bloc in the Gaza Strip which was destroyed before the withdrawal. Although the plan was criticised for being racist, it broke with a long tradition in the Israeli national camp that saw transfer of minority populations between states as the only solution to deal with a perceived threat of disloyalty by Israeli Arabs to idea of a state of Jewish refuge in the Middle East. It was the first proposal for the transfer of lands in Israel proper to the PA in exchange for peace. The Lieberman Plan also caused a stir among Israeli Arabs, which do not serve in the Israeli army and identify with the Palestinians, yet at the same time call for equal status in Israel as citizens, and have no desire to live in a Palestinian state. Because of this, Israel Beytenu promotes the idea that all Israeli citizens to swear loyalty to the country and its symbols.

One advantage that the party has over its rivals on the right is the fact that it was never a member of the Sharon government in the last Knesset. This puts them a leg up on the National Union and the National Religious Party which many conservatives viewed as tainted for having been associated with Sharon and expecting him not to give up any land.

Official Platform!

Bringing the Zionist Dream to Life
Since before the State declared independence, not a day has passed on which we have not had to fight for our natural and historic right to live in it freely, with economic and political security to fulfill the Zionist dream. We stand here today, proud of our accomplishments as a self-governed state, a dedicated Jewish Nation, unwilling to forego that dream.
The Yisrael Beytenu party, which was founded by Avigdor Lieberman in 1999 as a national movement with the clear vision to follow in the brave path of Zev Jabotinsky Z'L, fulfills the three cardinal principles of Zionism: Aliyah (immigration), settlement, and defense of our homeland. Therefore, our lists for the 15th and 16th Knessets featured personalities of the Aliyah, settlement and security movements. From the day it was founded, Yisrael Beytenu raised the flag of the Jewish identity of the State of Israel. Yisrael Beytenu is the home for a secure and Jewish Israel.
Expanding the Infrastructure
In 2001, when Sharon’s first government was established, Avigdor Lieberman was appointed as the National Infrastructure Minister, continuing the job of Ariel Sharon. Lieberman worked effectively to save the water system from dire straits. He initiated water-treatment projects, which helped make Israel become a world leader in the field, and he legislated the “Natural Gas Law” to create a more competitive energy industry.
Raising an Economy
In 2003, when Sharon established his second government, Avigdor Lieberman was appointed as Transportation Minister. In this role, he worked with dedication to privatize El-Al and the public transportation companies. Lieberman also led a restructuring of Israel’s seaports through a separation of the ports into competing private companies. He also changed the train and roadwork authorities into government companies, a plan which reduced their budget by one-fifth.
Working for the Voters and the State
In the 15th Knesset, Yisrael Beytenu was the first party to introduce the idea of a presidential system, pushed for a constitution and Supreme Court reform. As well, in order to stabilize the Knesset and improve government effectiveness, Yisrael Beytenu passed the law to raise the voters threshold to reduce the number of parties in the Knesset.
Continuing to Perform
We don’t just talk, we perform! Yisrael Beytenu with Avigdor Lieberman will continue to perform, in the government and in the 17th Knesset. We will work with vigilance to actualize the Zionist vision of a Jewish State for the Jewish people, with an assurance of safety for each of its citizens. Yisrael Beytenu will act to control crime and make punishments harsher. We will raise the level of education for our children and strengthen the growth in the Israeli economy, through encouraging foreign investment and reducing government expenditure.
Stopping Crime - Internally Safe, Externally Secure
Crime is the most dangerous terror for Israeli society. It undermines our confidence as parents of children and as citizens, and erodes the ability of the state to protect society. LAU missiles in Netanya are no less dangerous than Kassam rockets in Ashqelon. If we are vulnerable from within, we appear weak from without.
Mandatory Sentencing
This is the time to arrest crime and lock it behind bars. We need to give authorities the power to uphold the laws, to improve the police force, make punishments harsher and return law and order to the streets of our cities.
Calling the Law to Order
We have established a broad committee of security, law enforcement and investigation experts, to prepare a detailed operation plan to diligently fight crime. This is the time to arrest crime and lock it behind bars. We need to give authorities the power to uphold the laws, to improve the police force, make punishments harsher and return law and order to the streets of our cities.
Trading Spaces Moving the Border Between Us, Not Among Us
The responsibility for primarily Arab areas such as Umm Al-Fahm and the “triangle” will be transferred to the Palestinian Authority. In parallel, Israel will officially annex Jewish areas in Judea and Samaria. Israel is our home; Palestine is theirs.
A New Citizenship Law
In order to enjoy the full rights of an Israeli citizen, one must also take on responsibilities. We will work to enact a citizenship law, which will require all Israeli citizens to pledge allegiance to the State and perform military or alternative national service.
Upgrading Education - Making Teaching a Career
We are dedicated to ensuring the best teachers for our children. A good teacher is a teacher for life. With proper policy and schedule changes, as well as incentive bonuses, we will see a marked improvement through out the country.
Encouraging the Teachers
We will develop a merit incentive system for teachers, based on the improvement of their students.
Rewarding the Extraordinary
Those who excel deserve more. When a student excels, society benefits. Students from the periphery who excel will receive full academic scholarships for university.
Providing Zionist, Value-Based Education
We will work to enact a value-based education plan, focusing on the blossoming of Jewish and Israeli culture and strengthening Zionist values and patriotism.
Strengthening Growth by Increasing Competition
Competition is good for all of us and good for the general economy. We will continue to privatize government companies and create an oversight committee to monitor their management.
Extracting the Potential of Our Economy
The time has come for the government to take responsibility for taxpayers’ money! We will change the priorities of the national budget and encourage export as a national goal for Israel.
